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Chilly Reading

- Washinglofi” will not attract anything like
' the public atfention that greeted the visibly
orbiting Russiah satéllité, naturallys yet as
grounds for earnest comparisoh and un-
happy speculation, the (JAs summary of
Soviet capabilities and determinations goes
far beyond the satellite in some respects, If
shows the Russians excellmg us in certain
" peacetimé” ‘egtegoricy; as” well "as mlhtalv
evel “ih " the" ufnqmtous telemsmn Teceiver,
*“their components are supeuor fo’ those of
rour sets. Actual picture performance is bet-
-ler in Russian sels. . . .”” Americans have
long translated the quantity and quality of
their consumer . goods, under all headings,
into a superior standard of living and in turn
a superior way of life; the CIA report shows

" another people making greater strides
simply by putting their mind to it while we

| sit back and relax in our specious comfort,
When it comes to the inferiority of Ameri-
can equipment for the peacelimedGX, gffort

| in the Antarctie, excuse may be found in the

| Russians’ long preoccupation with cold-zone
 studies in their own lands. it may be that
publication aof the CIA neport, will be
lhought of in fome qmds an effort to
proVe “that American mtelllgence was not, -
after all, taken” uﬁaﬁéf’ﬁ mby the launchlng
o SPUMATK. Buf ‘there ix no dismissing or
galf¥a¥ing, the gr owing Russian lead in
sciéntific manpower which the report enum-
erates and diseusses.

The best that e3n be said is that Ameri-
cans perhaps riow have had most of the bad
news made knhown to them. The report’s
shock effect should have worn off by the start
of the President’s. speech series November 13
in Oklahoma Clty It should be possible, ac-
cordingl¥, for the nation to receive -his ap-
praisal and outlook calmly, and to form its .
"wn determination soberly to do some hard h
work in years ahead.

Approved For Release 2001/08/20 : CIA-RDP75-00001R000200430026-1



